[Left atrial mass after heart transplantation. A clinical case and transesophageal echocardiographic diagnosis].
We report a clinical case of a 60 year old male patient with a orthotopic cardiac transplant, submitted to a transesophageal echocardiographic study. This semi-invasive study showed a mobile multi-lobulated mass of the left atria, related with the hyperplastic process of the surgical suture area and directly associated with the cardiac transplant procedure. We discuss the rarity of this benign case, the different forms of two-dimensional echocardiographic presentation of this type of lesions, the problems of non invasive diagnostic techniques, the risk and the prognostic value of these structures. We conclude that a longitudinal study in a larger number of cardiac transplant patients will be needed, in order to define better the clinical implications of these echocardiographic findings.